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The world is facing a series of challenges that threatens to undermine global stability and 
reverse the progress that has been made towards combating poverty and inequality. The 
global Covid-19 health crisis has had severe economic and social repercussions and 
increased the number of people facing hunger; climate change is occurring much faster than 
anticipated, triggering water shortages and damaging vital ecosystems; pollution is 
contributing to health problems in several parts of the world; and the economic and 
technological gap between the haves and the have-nots is causing rising social strains and 
fuelling potential conflicts. 
 
Against the backdrop of these interlocking challenges, revitalizing the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is becoming increasingly urgent, given its role 
in the promotion of industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive globalization, and 
environmental sustainability. 
 
We believe that Dr Arkebe Oqubay has the leadership qualities to address these difficult 
challenges, reinvigorate UNIDO, and formulate a new vision with the revival of industry, jobs, 
and gender-balanced sustainable development at its heart. His goal is to accelerate 
technological transformation to promote inclusive growth and sustainable industrialization, 
while enhancing technological learning, technology transfer, and innovation, with a particular 
focus on small and medium-sized enterprises, women, and young people. To build a better 
future as we recover from the Covid pandemic, he aims to reshape industrial development, 
build in resistance to future shocks, and mobilize additional resources through policy 
dialogue. That is why the African Union has endorsed his candidature for the post of UNIDO 
Director General.  
 
For the past 30 years, Dr Arkebe has established an impressive record across the African 
continent, with bold leadership and ambitious transformation that has delivered lasting 
change at the heart of his work. As founding Chair of the Board of the Industrial Parks 
Development Corporation, Dr Arkebe led the development of Ethiopia’s national network of 
eco-industrial parks and special economic zones. As Mayor of Addis Ababa, he transformed 
the city into a vibrant, investment-friendly political and diplomatic hub. And if he becomes the 
new Director General of UNIDO, Dr Arkebe will lead and deliver a program of revitalization 
giving fresh purpose to the agency and spurring on a new spirit of green industrial growth 
with tangible results across the developing world.  
 
Any approach to calming the aftershocks of the pandemic must also resolve urgent 
shortcomings in our sustainable development agenda. In this context, it is vital that UNIDO 
vigorously pursues its core mission as an enabler of lasting and transformational economic 
growth.  
 
That is why we believe that Dr Arkebe has the leadership qualities that are needed to 
achieve equitable and sustainable global industrialization amidst all these challenges. Dr 
Arkebe stands alone as the candidate with a track record of a global change maker leading, 
participating in, and delivering productive investment and meaningful change in the 
developing world.  
 
We endorse him as the next Director General of UNIDO. 
  
 
 



Signed: 
 
Antonio Andreoni, Associate Professor of Industrial Economics, University College London 
 
Deborah Brautigam, Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political Economy, 
Director China Africa Research Initiative, School of Advanced International Studies, Johns 
Hopkins University  
 
Michael Best, Assistant Professor of Economics, Columbia University 
 
Ha-Joon Chang, Reader in Economics, Cambridge University 
 
Horman Chitonge, Professor and Head of African Studies, Centre for African Studies, 
University of Cape Town 
 
Wan-wen Chu, Adjunct Research Fellow, RCHSS Academia Sinica, Taipei 
 
Jorge Cornick, Senior Partner, DRP Trejos y Cornick, Professor of Globalization and 
Development, Ulacit 
 
Ken Coutts, Emeritus Researcher, Macroeconomic Research Group, University of 
Cambridge 
 
Christopher Cramer, Professor of the Political Economy of Development, Department of 
Development Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) 
 
Rob Davies, former Minister of Trade and Industry, Republic of South Africa 
 
Jonathan Di John, Senior Lecturer in Political Economy, Development Studies, SOAS, 
University of London 
 
Adeyemi Dipeolu, Special Adviser to the President on Economic Matters, Federal Republic 
of Nigeria 
  
Abdoullaye Diop, Former Foreign Minister, Mali and Chief of Staff, African Union 
  
Rob Davis, Former Minister of Trade and Industry, South Africa  
 
Daniel E. Esser, Chair, Development Geographies Specialty Group (AAG), Associate 
Professor, American University 
 
Alice Evans, Lecturer in the Social Science of Development, Kings College London 
 
Kevin Gallagher, Professor of Global Development Policy, Director of the Global 
Development Centre, Boston University 
 
Gary Gereffi, Department of Sociology, Duke University 
 
Adam Mahomed Habib Director of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London  
 
Laura Hammond, Professor of Development Studies, SOAS, University of London 
 
Faizel Ismail, Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance, University of Cape Town 
 



Gerd Junne, Emeritus Professor, University of Amsterdam 
 
Richard Itaman, Lecturer in Comparative Political Economy of Development, Kings College 
London 
 
Hisaki Kono, Associate Professor, Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University 
 
Richard Kozul-Wright, Director, Globalisation and Development Strategies Division, United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
 
Won Kidane, Professor of Law, Seattle School of Law 
 
Akifumi Kuchiki, Former Executive Vice President of Japan External Trade Organization, 
Visiting Professor Open University of Japan  
 
Michael A Landesmann, former Scientific Director, Vienna Institute for International 
Economic Studies (wiiw) and Professor of Economics, Johannes Kepler University, Austria 
 
Frannie Leautier, Senior Partner, CEO, Southbridge Investments 
  
Keun Lee, Director for Centre for Economics, Seoul National University; Vice President of 
National Economic Advisory Council, chaired by the President of Republic of Korea  
 
Chen Li, Assistant Professor in China Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong  
  
Justin Yifu Lin, Peking University and Former Chief Economist World Bank 
  
Carlos Lopes, Former UNECA Executive Secretary, Mandela School of Public Governance, 
Cape Town University 
  
Stefano Manservisi, Former European Commission as Director-General for International 
Cooperation and Development (DEVCO)  
 
Strive Masiyiwa, Chairman and founder of Econet Wireless 
 
Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, Chief Executive Officer of the Secretariat of the New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and former Prime Minister of Niger 
 
Nicholas Meisel, Lead Regional Economist, Indian Ocean Region, Mauritius 
 
James Mittelman, Distinguished Research Professor and University Professor Emeritus, 
School of International Service, American University, Washington 
  
Celestin Monga, Visiting Professor of Public Policy, Harvard John F. Kennedy School of 
Government 
 
Deepak Nayyar, Emeritus Professor of Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
 
José Antonio Ocampo, Director, Economic and Political Development Concentration, School 
of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, and former Executive Secretary of 
ECLAC and DESA 
 
Izumi Ohno, Professor and Director, International Cooperation Concentration, National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 
  



Kenichi Ohno, Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 
 
Carlos Oya, Professor, SOAS, University of London 
 
Wison Peres, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, UN Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
 
Helena Perez-Nino, Centre for Development Studies, University of Cambridge 
  
Jonathan Pincus, President of Rajawali Foundation, Jakarta, Indonesia 
 
Robert Pollin, Distinguished University Professor of Economics and Co-Director of the 
Political Economy Research Institute (PERI), University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
 
Gabriel Porcile, Oficial a Cargo, CEPAL, Montevideo, Uruguay 
 
Erik Reinert, Professor of Technology Governance and Development Strategies, Tallinn 
University of Technology 
 
Simon Roberts, Professor, University of Johannesburg, Visiting Professor University College 
London 
 
Graeme Salaman, Professor Emeritus, Business School, Open University 
 
Stephanie Seguino, Professor, Dept of Economics, Fellow of the Gund Institute for the 
Environment, University of Vermont 
 
John Sender, Professor Emeritus, Economics Dept, SOAS, University of London 
 
Jung Won Sonn, Associate Professor, Bartlett School of Planning, University College 
London 
 
Howard Stein, Professor, Depatment of Afroamerican and African Studies, University of 
Michigan Ann Arbor 
 
Servaas Storm, Senior Researcher, Faculty of Technology, Policy, and Management, Delft 
University of Technology 
 
John Sutton, Professor Emeritus of Economics, London School of Economics 
 
Alemayehu Seyoum Taffesse, Senior Research Fellow and Program Leader, IFPRI, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 
 
Camilla Toulmin, former Director of the International Institute for Environment and 
Development 
 
Taffere Tesfachew, Senior Advisor, Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, member UN 
Committee for Development Policy 
 
Fiona Tregenna, South African Research Chair (SARChI) in Industrial Development and 
Professor of Economics, University of Johannesburg  
 
Yoshiteru Uramoto, Former Deputy Director General UNIDO 
   



Imraan Valodia, Dean, Faculty of Commerce, Law and Management, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and Director, Southern Centre for Inequality Studies (SCIS) 
  
George Yeo, Former Minister of Trade and Industry, Singapore 
  
Robert Wade, Professor of Global Political Economy, Department of International 
Development, London School of Economics 
 
John Weiss, Emeritus Professor of Development Economics, University of Bradford 
 
Nick Westcott, former Managing Director for Africa and former MD, Middle East and North 
Africa, European Union 
 
Myles Wickstead CBE, Visiting Professor, Kings College London 
 
Dirk Willem te Velde, Principal Research Fellow and Programme Director International 
Economic Development Group, Overseas Development Institute (ODI), London 
 
Graham Wrigley, Chairman of CDC Group 
 
Nimrod Zalk, Industrial Development Advisor and former deputy director-general, South 
African Department of Trade, Industry, and Competition, and adjunct associate professor, 
University of Cape Town’s Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance 
 
 
 


